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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20901 


July 12, 1971 


MEMORANDUM FOR DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR 

NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS 


SUBJECT: Hanoi's Seven Points 


Secretary Laird asked that the following be passed to the Assistant 
to the President for National Security Affairs: 

"I am increasingly concerned about the interpretations being given 
in some US circles to Hanoi's recently announced seven points and to 
the proposed negotiating options and tactics being discussed for our 
side. I agree with the recent CIA analysis which asserts Hanoi's pro- 
posals are as tough as ever In their basic elements, but are meant to 
have some norm for negotiation. You know I have been eager to press 
Hanoi In the negotiating area for some time. It is the room we are 
surveying for negotiating, and the impatient accompanying tactics, 
that bother me. 

» 

"The part that bothers me the most is the willingness or even the 
desire to allow return of US prisoners of war to be used as a princi- 
pal bargaining element. My strong feelings are well known about getting 
back our men who are being held captive in North Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia 
and South Vietnam. Yet return. of US POWs is but one of our objectives 
in SEA. It is only one of many areas in which sometimes conflicting 
policies must be considered. The POW issue, moreover, is one of the 
areas in which Hanoi is most vulnerable from a diplomatic standpoint. 

"The treatment, care, processing, and ultimate return of our POWs 
as well as all POWs being held by all combatants, constitute in a funda- 
mental way a humanitarian repeat humanitarian complex of issues. Hanoi 
is vulnerable for failure to abide by humanitarian standards. To allow 
Hanoi to put the POW issue in the political arena (a) lets them off the 
hook where they are vitally sensitive to criticism, (b) sets up a situ- 
ation where we are almost certain to have to give increasingly in other 
vital areas just to keep alive the prospect for POW return, and (c) de- 
creases rather than increases the prospect for early return of US POWs. 


"GiYen the factors listed above, I find it ironic that the US may 
be considering substantive discussions pointed towards giving in areas 
not associated with the POW issue to gain access to our POWs. We may 
be allowing the one key subject in which Hanoi is vulnerable to be 
turned against us. 
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"This is not the time or pi ace. to delineate my thoughts on the 
fundamentals of the negotiating situation. I would like to have an 
early opportunity to do that, however, in this message I simply 
wanted to flag a trend which ( see as hazardous for our side and 
basically counterproductive to all US objectives in SEA. 


"Best wishes?" 


Daniel J. Murphy 
RADM, U. S. Navy 
Mi 1 i tary Assistant 
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